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President’s Report
By Bill Loveday

The series of 
terrible natural 
catastrophes that 
have marked the 
beginning of 2011 
in Queensland, 
makes it difficult 
to adequately 
reflect on the 

disproportionately milder times that 
we enjoyed in 2010. Possibly the 
State’s history will now be seen in 
terms of before and after the floods 
and cyclone experienced this year.

In strategic terms BQ has had a 
challenging but again successful year. 
The organisation remains well focused 
and strongly delivering on its three 
core goals of membership, events, and 
advocacy and development.

Our membership continues to rise 
and we are now one of Australia’s 
largest membership based cycling 
organizations. There have been 
phenomenal improvements in 
our membership services and 
communication to members.

The year that was
BQ events continue to gather 
thousands of participants and raise 
the profile of cycling around the state 
and the country. Not even a washed 
out and postponed Brisbane to Gold 

Coast nor the flooded roads from Mount 
Morgan to Biloela could diminish the 
enthusiasm of riders and the success of 
these rides. However, these challenges 
have stretched the limits of our hard 
working staff and volunteers.

2010 has seen great leaps in cycling 
infrastructure, in the form of the 
Gateway Bridge duplication bikeway, 
and then Brisbane City Council’s City 
Cycle scheme. Both projects are highly 
visible symbols of serious commitment 
to cycling from both levels of 
Government. BQ’s professional and 
mature approach to our cycling 
stakeholders, and encouragement and 
positive support continues to help build 
cycling’s credibility.

Committee
I have had the pleasure of serving on 
a Management Committee of highly 
talented and professional people who 
have brought a considerable raft of 
skills to bear in the ever improving 
management and governance of 
BQ. I thank all the members of 
the Committee for their voluntary 
commitment of time, energy and 
clear thought to help move BQ 
forward another year. I give thanks 
and goodbyes to Committee members 
Clancy Birrell and Dianna Worrell, who 
step aside due to other commitments.

2011 marks some milestones for me 
and Bicycle Queensland. This is my 
tenth year in the role of President 
and also will be the tenth anniversary 
of our multi-day cycling event Cycle 
Queensland. Ten years of Cycle 
Queensland have also mirrored the 
continued rise in Bicycle Queensland 
stature as the peak cycling organisation 
for all Queensland’s bicycling 
community. I have been proud to 
play a small part in all this and the 
list of all the great contributors in 
staff, management committee and 
volunteers who have collectively made 
this happen would fill many pages of 
this report.

2010 was a good test of BQ’s strength 
and resilience on the events front, and 
a test the organization passed with 
flying colours, if not some scars. 

The year ahead
2011 and beyond will be a learning 
time for us all in the rebuilding and 
recovery process around the state. BQ 
remains committed to ensuring cycling 
is given proper consideration in this 
process. Strategically, we hope to grow 
our membership even stronger and 
extend the reach of BQ into regions 
beyond the South East corner.

Nationally there are discussions 
happening between all the state 
organizations, and other cycling 
bodies, to think about how we can join 
forces to capitalize on the immense 
popularity of cycling around Australia. 
This is a positive and exciting initiative 
and BQ is committed to ensuring the 
best outcomes for cycling.

Thank you to all of those who made 
a contribution to cycling in 2010, 
especially our great supporters in 
Queensland Government and Brisbane 
City Council.

I look forward to the year ahead and 
am sure even in these complex times, 
cycling can still emerge even stronger 
and healthier in 2011.
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About Bicycle Queensland

Bicycle Queensland is a self-funded community 
organisation – independent of government.  Our 
members are from diverse backgrounds and 
participate in all forms of cycling.  Getting more 
people on bicycles is the passionate mission of Bicycle 
Queensland.

Everyday Cycling Every Day
Our efforts secure better conditions for cyclists and 
get more people cycling.

Bicycle Queensland:
•	 Represents the interests of members as cyclists.

•	 Champions cyclists needs, rights and 
responsibilities.

•	 Promotes better cycling facilities and safety.

•	 Encourages more people to take up cycling for 
recreation and transport.

•	 Provides services to cyclists. 

Members receive:
•	 Personal accident insurance in case they crash 

while cycling and public-liability insurance in 
case they cause damage to someone else or their 
property while cycling.

•	 Discounts on entry fees to Bicycle Queensland 
events including Bike Week, Cycle Queensland 
and the Wilson HTM Brisbane to the Gold Coast 
Cycle Challenge. (Many bike shops also offer 
discounts for Bicycle Queensland members.)

•	 Bi-monthly copies of Australian Cyclist, the 
national cycling journal, and of Queensland 
Cyclist, our member newsletter.

Highlights of 2010
 
Keeping the organisation healthy
•	 membership grew by 15.4% to 11,764

•	 strong financial position preserved despite a 
difficult year

•	 Consistent event attendances, with BDO Brisbane 
Coot-tha Challenge up by 34% to 2907 riders, and 
the Great Brisbane Bike Ride up 7% to 2392 riders.

•	 major weather challenges to two key events 
overcome

•	 risk management process for whole organisation 
being reviewed and developed

•	 improved services to members and efficiencies in 
the new website and membership portal

•	 further improvements to BQ’s office ‘Bicycle 
House’ towards efficiency and sustainability 

Cycling in the community
•	 strong ties developed with charity partners to 

widen sphere of cycling

•	 Copenhagen-protected style bikeways extended in 
Brisbane in George St and Kangaroo Point

•	 continued strong commitment to cycling by state 
and key regional councils

•	 three new Cycle Network Plan start-ups announced 
for Mackay, Fitzroy and Wide Bay regions

•	 increasing constructive media attention on cycling

•	 State Bicycle Council founded, with attention to an 
all-of-government and all-of-state agenda

The Committee

The Management Committee members  
for 2010 were:

•	 President: Bill Loveday, Vice-President: 
Kym McDougall, Secretary: Jenny 
Attreed, Treasurer: Brendan McGarry. 
Clancy Birrell, Bruce Rogers, Greg Vann 
and Diana Worrell.
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Manager’s Report
By Ben Wilson

2010 was a great 
year for cycling 
in Queensland, 
but a tough 
year for Bicycle 
Queensland. While 
2011 has to date 
seen horrendous 
weather, 2010 was 
a year that tested our organisation like 
no other, but for which we absolutely 
road-tested our strengths as an 
organisation, particularly through our 
very important operational ‘spoke’ 
that promotes cycling through major 
events.

Organisation
BQ has had a year of sustained growth. 

Our turnover improved significantly 
and profitability grew modestly 
despite the weather challenges on 
Cycle Queensland and the forced late 
rescheduling of our Brisbane to the 
Gold Coast event.

Staff growth and development has 
coincided with our membership 
growth, with BQ having the equivalent 
of 12 full-time employees, and various 
contractors executing work externally.

Our workplace — office and workshop 
— continues to improve with safety and 

workability upgrades and an external 
storage site obtained. Our new website 
was successfully launched with more 
development to come to improve 
efficiency in online processing.

Our primary method of member 
communication, Queensland Cyclist, 
went ‘colour’ in 2010 to raise its 
appeal and profile. It remains a very 
well read newsletter.

Our on-going risk management process 
was certainly tested and refined 
through our events’ weather dilemmas, 
and our organisation spent much time 
and energy dealing with this, and 
preparing for future ‘rainy days’ in all 
areas of BQ’s operations.

Bicycle Queensland was pleased 
to receive the ACHPER award for 
the Queensland organisation that 
encourages people to be healthy and 
active, through cycling.

BQ’s membership growth of 15.4% saw 
our total membership reach 11764 in 
2010, pushing our organisation firmly 
beyond our cherished vision of over 
10,000 members. This growth was 
strong in the face of a ‘weak’ year 
economically in the community, and BQ 
having to raise its membership fee for 
the first time in five years.

BQ has worked on our external 
appearance in a competitive 

marketplace, even for community not-
for-profit groups. We have embraced 
new media tools to strengthen our 
position and communications with a 
wider variety of members and other 
people who cycle, or are interested in 
cycling in Qld.

Cycling Development
BQ has had no shortage of great news 
stories as our key benchmarks: more 
people cycling and more cycling 
infrastructure in 2010.

A wide variety of sources (sales of 
bikes, bike traffic counts, ride to work 
numbers) consistently point to growth 
in cycling, with more Queenslanders 
cycling more regularly. Safety, too, 
increased with the two-pronged 
benefits of facility improvement 
and wider attitudinal acceptance of 
cycling.

Brisbane City Council continues to be 
a national leader, and good influence 
on other Queensland councils who see 
the electoral appeal of providing more 
facilities for cycling as part of their 
transport agenda. Other councils are 
aware of this, and are either rapidly 
or slowly accepting the challenge 
of reintroducing cycling into their 
planning and budgets, with the Gold 
Coast, Sunshine Coast and Cairns 
regions being stand-outs.

Brisbane’s new ‘free’ bike hire scheme 
is up and away despite the shocking 
weather. Lord Mayor Campbell 
Newman’s group ride at the launch,  
where Brisbane’s mid-day traffic came 
to a short halt to allow him lead 100 
yellow bikes on their first run through 
the city, was a spectacle of colour and 
achievement. Brisbane’s tagline of 
‘the new world city’ will be advanced 
significantly by this project. 

The opening of the Go Between Bridge 
provided a needed new cycle river 
crossing, but more significant was the 
associated linkages on the northside of 
this bridge that make for better access 
to Brisbane’s inner north and south, 
after a successful BQ campaign.

The state government remains 
committed to cycling with excellent 
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new facilities (including the Gateway 
Duplication bikeway opening) and 
planning for new cycle network plans in 
three more regional Queensland areas: 
Mackay-Whitsundays, Wide Bay Burnett 
and the Fitzroy region. The Transport 
Minister Rachel Nolan has championed 
a much needed whole state approach 
to cycling, through the Department of 
Transport and Main Roads, improving 
regional outcomes in all decisions. 

Events
BQ events performed strongly, 
but our attraction for rain was a 
challenge we could’ve done without. 
The rescheduling of the Wilson HTM 
Brisbane to Gold Coast Cycle Challenge 
was a lesson in logistics and planning, 
handled as well as possible under 
awkward circumstances. Similarly, 
Cycle Queensland was a great success 
in the new territory of Central 
Queensland, despite us attracting rain 
to drought-declared areas. The growth 
in Bike Week and the BDO Brisbane 
Coot-tha Challenge event was most 
pleasing. 

Success
BQ remains an independent 
organisation funded by membership 
and successful programs. We work 
constructively with the State 
Government, many regional councils, 
and particularly Australia’s largest 
council, Brisbane City.

Our success is a result of the great 
strength of cycling itself as a popular 
and desirable activity, and the 
irrepressible combination of BQ’s 
team of staff, Management Committee 
and volunteers who, as we saw in 
Mt Morgan, can make things happen 
successfully even against the odds. 

Review of the Financial Report 2010
The net operating surplus of $66,154 
was a small improvement on the 
2009 result and a pleasing outcome, 
given some unexpected operational 
challenges faced during the year.  

Total income of $2,919,555 was an 
18% increase on the previous year 
and in line with budget expectations. 
This was due to growth in event 
participation, membership and interest 
revenue. Operating expenses increased 
accordingly and were also affected 

by one-off costs associated with the 
cancelled ride day at Mt Morgan on 
the Cycle Queensland event and the 
forced postponement of the Wilson 
HTM Brisbane to the Gold Coast Cycle 
Challenge.

BQ’s financial position remains strong 
with an increase in net equity to 
$1.648 million at year end.

Number of eligible voting members as 
at 31/12/10: 8194
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Abridged Financial Report 2010
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Bicycle Queensland Inc. 
ABN: 11 428 868 797 
Incorporation Number: 
IA9565 
28 Vulture Street, West End QLD 4101

Post: 	� PO Box 5957 
West End QLD 4101

Phone: 	 (07) 3844 1144

Fax: 	 (07) 3844 5343

E-mail: 	 bqinfo@bq.org.au

Web: 	 www.bq.org.au

BQ Sponsors in 2010
Special thank to these 
organisations for their support.

Australian Cyclist
Belt-Up
BDO 
BDS People
Brisbane City Council
Budget Car and Truck Rentals
Coffee Hit
Crumpler Australia
Cycle Cover
Emma and Toms
Epic Cycles
Gold Coast Bulletin
Gold Coast City Council
Goldcross Cycles
Ground Effect
Logan City Council
McInnes Wilson Lawyers
Pura Milk
Queensland Events
Queensland Government
Quest Community Newspapers
RACQ
River City Cycles
River City Motorways & CLEM7
SCODY
Shimano
South Bank
Studio Rise
Tom Wallace Cycles
Translink
Wilson HTM Investment Group
102.9 Hot Tomato
4BC 1116
4BH 882
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